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I like to set a theme at the beginning of each year for our 
CEN team. You might be interested in knowing that we 
have staff working all over the country, so setting a theme 
is a good way to unite us all. This year our theme is Strong 
and Courageous. At the start of the book of Joshua, in 
Chapter 1, the LORD is very clear to his new leader that 
he wants him and the people of Israel to be “strong and 
courageous”. In fact, this command is repeated a number 
of times through the passage. The other thing that stands 
out strongly in this passage is the instruction to “Not let 
this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate 
on it day and night so that you may be careful to do 
everything written in it” (Joshua 1:8a). One version tells us 
to press the law to their (our) lips. There are echoes in this 
for me of Hasidic Jews who, before they tie the Torah (the 
law) onto their bodies, they press the Torah to their lips.

For my team, my family, and for me personally, the 
instruction to press in close to the Lord and to His Word 
is essential for us in 2020. We are in a time of change 
nationally and globally and we as Christians need to be 
literally strong and courageous. For me this is not standing 
on street corners and shouting out Bible passages 
or stirring up theological fights amongst my brothers 
and sisters, but it is about immersing myself deep into 
Scripture and letting myself soak in it for a while, on a 
regular basis. Only then are we able to truly reflect our 
Lord Jesus in all that we say and do. 

It’s exciting to see schools back in action for the new 
school year and I’m sure there are many wonderful stories 
of learning and engagement to follow. It’s also good to 
welcome a new crew of principals into schools. We trust 
that these folk will feel very much at home in their new 
schools, or new positions, soon. 

All the best for the year ahead. Let’s be strong and 
courageous together. 

Cheers, Michelle

Michelle
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